
Big Idea Jesus welcomes everyone who is ready to believe the truth.
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•	 The people in Nazareth closed 
their minds to His message and 
rejected Him. (Luke 4:28-29)

•	 The people in Capernaum 
listened openly to what Jesus 
said and believed in Him.          
(Luke 4:36)

•	 Jesus cared about and helped 
people who were poor, sick, 
and oppressed. (Luke 4:40)

•	 Sad that Jesus was treated 
badly in His hometown.

•	 Compassionate toward people 
who are hurting. 

•	 Eager to stick up for someone 
who is not well accepted. 

•	 Consider what it would be like 
to be rejected for speaking the 
truth. 

•	 Identify events that took place 
in Nazareth and Capernaum. 

•	 Show Jesus’ love to someone 
who is not well accepted.

•	 Disciple Skill: POWER—Choose 
a way they can obey Jesus’ 
command to be His witnesses.

D
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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

Lesson Summary
In	 Luke	 4,	 we	 again	 see	 Jesus’	 humanity	 and	 His	 deity.	
He	 grew	 up	 in	 a	 real	 town,	 Nazareth,	 and	 people	 there	
remembered	Him	 as	 a	 boy.	 Everyone	was	 proud	 of	Him	
until	He	said	things	 they	didn’t	want	to	hear—then	they	
wanted	to	throw	Him	off	a	cliff!	We	see	Jesus’	deity	again	
as	He	walked	right	through	the	crowd	unharmed,	went	on	
to	 Capernaum,	 and	 continued	 His	ministry	 of	 teaching,	
casting	out	demons,	and	healing	many	people.

As	you	teach	this	passage,	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	
talk	with	your	children	about	rejection.	Whether	they	have	
been	on	the	giving	or	receiving	end	of	rejection,	they	will	
benefit	from	reflecting	on	Jesus’	experiences	in	Luke	4.	Your	
students	also	need	to	know	that	Jesus	wants	them	to	accept	
Him	like	the	people	of	Capernaum	and	not	to	reject	Him	
like	the	people	of	Nazareth.

Bible Background
By	this	time	in	His	ministry,	many	people	in	the	region	of	
Galilee	honored	Jesus	and	believed	that	He	was	the	Messiah.	
But	 people	 in	 Jesus’	 hometown	 expected	 Jesus	 to	 honor	
them.	So	Jesus	reminded	the	people	of	Nazareth	about	two	
prophets	God	 had	 sent	 to	 Israel—Elijah	 and	Elisha.	The	
Hebrews	had	rejected	them,	so	God	sent	Elijah	and	Elisha	
to	Gentiles	who	were	willing	to	listen.	Jesus	compared	the	
people	 in	Nazareth	 to	 those	who	had	 rejected	Elijah	 and	

Elisha.	 At	 these	words	 of	 rebuke,	 their	 favorable	 opinion	
of	 Jesus	quickly	 soured.	They	 rejected	 Jesus’	message	 and	
wanted	 to	 kill	 Him.	 The	 incident	 in	 Nazareth	 provides	
an	 initial	 glimpse	 of	 the	 hostility	 that	 would	 spread	 and	
deepen,	eventually	culminating	in	Jesus’	crucifixion.	

After	His	rejection	in	Nazareth,	Jesus	moved	about	twenty	
miles	away	to	Capernaum	on	the	north	shore	of	the	Sea	of	
Galilee	(Matthew	4:13-14).	Jesus	was	welcomed	there	and	
began	a	ministry	of	healing	and	teaching.

Teacher Devotional
It	must	have	been	painful	for	Jesus	when	His	friends	and	
family	in	Nazareth	rejected	Him.	Yet	He	continued	on	the	
path	of	obedience	to	His	calling	and	purpose	undeterred.	
What	an	example	 for	us	to	follow	when	we	face	rejection	
and	hardship!	Take	time	to	check	your	own	heart.	Is	there	
any	rejection	of	Jesus	there?	Make	it	right	so	that	you	will	
be	clean	and	effective	in	your	service	to	Him.

Dear God, help me not to be closed-minded like the citizens 
of Nazareth, but to have an open heart and mind to see Your 
truth instead. Help my children learn from the events in this 
lesson to accept other people and to respond with faith when 
they do experience rejection. And above all, may they be like 
the people of Capernaum and put their faith in Jesus. In His 
name, amen.
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Remember to vary the ways you do activities with your 
children.	 You	 can	 find	 answers	 to	 the	 questions	 as	 a	
whole class, in groups, working with partners, or giving 
the children time to work individually. Do the more 
difficult activities as a whole class so you can guide the 
students.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 33-36)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 Poster board or construction paper

Spark Interest
	 •WELCOMED	OR	REJECTED?:	two	news	articles
	 •REJECTION	HURTS:	none
	 •HOMETOWN	SURVEY:	local	maps

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 3A.17—Jesus in Nazareth 
 Teaching Picture 3A.18—Jesus in Capernaum

Inspire Action
	 •PERSECUTION	STORY:	book	or	article
	 •TV	BROADCAST:	toy	microphones	and	camera,		 	

video camera (optional)
	 •SYMPATHY	CARDS:	no	additional	supplies

Opening Prayer
Pray	 with	 your	 children	 that	 you	 would	 all	 embrace	 the	
truth	about	who	Jesus	is	and	what	He	came	to	do.	Thank	
Jesus	for	welcoming	and	loving	us	when	we	come	to	Him.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 9 of 12—Hudson Taylor—The 
Riot  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on a 
child. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

After surviving the typhoon, the missionary team 
arrives in the city of Yang-chow. But now, 8000 protest-
ers surround the house which shelters 10 missionaries, 
5 children, and 19 Chinese Christians. The people in 
Yang-chow believe the evil rumors that say foreign mis-
sionaries eat children. They are angry and want to break 
into the house and kill everyone.

Wearing Chinese clothing, Hudson Taylor and fellow 
missionary George Duncan sneak from the house to 
find help. The crowd sees them and the chase begins. 
Hudson and George run faster and faster, but the angry 
protesters are close behind them, knives drawn. They 
reach the house of the mandarin, the ruler of the city, 
and yell, “Save life! Save life!” Just in time, the door 
opens and they make it safely inside; then, the mandarin 
sends soldiers to the house to stop the protesters.

When Hudson Taylor was a young boy, his friends made 
fun of him; they laughed and said that being a Christian 
is very boring. After surviving a storm, a typhoon, and 
outrunning angry protesters, Hudson Taylor knows 
that following God is not boring—it is the greatest 
adventure of all!

Missions Education—One Mandate
To	 add	 this	 component	 to	 the	 lesson,	 download	 the	 teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	Jesus	Preaches	the	Gospel
Reference: Luke 4:18

Memorization Activity: Before	 class,	 write	 the	 memory	
verse	on	a	large	piece	of	construction	paper	or	poster	board.	
Draw	simple	pictures	that	relate	to	the	words	of	the	verse	(a	
dove,	a	vial	of	oil,	a	pulpit,	a	Bible,	etc.)	and	write	the	words	
around	 them.	Cut	 the	paper	 into	puzzle	pieces.	Let	 indi-
vidual	 students	or	groups	of	 students	 assemble	 the	puzzle	
and	recite	the	memory	verse.	Alternatively,	let	groups	make	
their	own	rebus	puzzles	and	race	to	complete	them.	Repeat	
until	everyone	has	learned	the	verse.

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	Dee	Cy	Paul	Chip	(discipleship)	story
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	resources
•	Explore Scripture	teacher	notecards

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into      
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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During His ministry, Jesus went back to 
His hometown, Nazareth. Luke 4:16-30 
tells what happened there.

What do your friends and relatives say 
when they see you at a family gathering?

                                                                                   

                                                                                   

                                                                                   

What did Jesus’ hometown 
friends say about Him? 
(See Luke 4:22.)

My grandpa always says, 
“You’re getting so big!” and 

my aunt says, “You’ve learned 
so much about Jesus.”

look how tall you 
have become!

Welcomed or Rejected? (15 minutes)
This discussion inspires consideration of how people respond to 
Jesus. Supplies: two	news	articles—one	about	a	hero	who	is	
respected	and	admired	by	many	and	another	about	a	person	
who	is	being	rejected	or	looked	down	upon	by	society

Draw	a	simple	two-columned	chart	on	the	board.	Label	the	
columns	“Welcomed”	and	“Rejected.”	Read	the	articles	to	
the	 class,	 and	 have	 children	 listen	 for	words	 and	 phrases	
that	 describe	 the	 person	 who	 is	 welcomed	 or	 the	 person	
who	is	rejected.	Record	these	words	under	the	appropriate	
columns.	Consider	why	the	people	were	treated	this	way.

Now	help	your	kids	transition	their	thoughts	to	Jesus.	Read	
through	 the	 two	 columns	 and	 ask	 your	 class	 to	help	 you	
describe	which	 of	 these	words	 could	 have	 been	
used	in	reference	to	Jesus.	Put	a	star	beside	those	
that	do	apply	to	Jesus.	Be	sure	to	point	out	that	
Jesus	was	blameless	and	without	sin,	unlike	the	
people	who	are	highlighted	in	your	articles,	and	
that	people’s	reasons	for	rejecting	Him	were	not	
based	on	any	wrongdoing	He	committed.

Rejection Hurts (10 minutes)
This intimate discussion allows children to  listen to 
and share stories about rejection.

The	 topic	 of	 rejection	 may	 deeply	 touch	 the	
hearts	of	some	of	your	children.	Share	a	story	of	
someone	you	know	or	your	personal	experience	
with	rejection.	Be	ready	to	listen	to	some	of	them	
share	their	heart	stories	with	you.	Insist	on	a	safe	
environment	in	which	no	person	is	criticized	or	
ridiculed.	 Give	 students	 time	 to	 think	 of	 one	
way	 they	 can	 “stick	 up	 for”	 a	 person	 in	 such	
situations.

Hometown Survey (10 minutes)
This map activity connects children to their own hometowns. 
Supplies:	maps	of	your	state	and	country,	pieces	of	sticky	
notes

Tell	the	children	that	in	this	lesson	they	will	find	out	what	
happened	 when	 Jesus	 went	 to	 His	 hometown,	 Nazareth.	
Let	the	children	name	their	hometowns,	if	they	have	moved	
during	their	lives.	Ask	where	they	go	to	visit	grandparents,	or	
where	they	go	on	holidays.	Mark	these	places	on	the	maps.

Disciple Guide—page 33
Read what Dee says about her family gatherings, and let the 
children share their own answers. Complete this page at the 
beginning of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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Trouble in Nazareth

Capernaum

Read Luke 4:16-43.
Color a speech balloon red 

if the statement matches Nazareth. 
Color it green if it matches Capernaum. 
Color it yellow if it matches both cities.

“Jesus grew up 
in our town.”

“Jesus’ teaching 
amazed us.”

“We tried to 
kill Jesus.”

“Jesus taught in our 
synagogue.”

“We wanted Jesus to 
stay in our town.”

“Jesus healed many 
people here.” Nazareth

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Luke 4:14-44
Open	your	Bible	to	Luke	4:14-44.	Does anyone remember 
where Jesus grew up? Yes, Nazareth. That was Jesus’ 
hometown. As we’ve seen on the maps in our lessons, 
Jesus started His ministry by traveling to other places. 
After He was well known,	He returned to Nazareth. I 
wonder if He was looking forward to seeing the people 
He had grown up with. What do you think?

Have you ever been to a family get-together and your 
aunts, uncles, or grandparents say, “Look how much 
you’ve grown! I can’t believe how big you are!” What do 
your relatives say when they see you?	Allow	responses.

At first, it was like that for Jesus. Let’s look at verse 22. 
As Jesus was teaching, they were saying things 
like, “He’s turned out to be such a good teacher! 
Listen to those gracious words! Can you believe 
this is the son of Joseph the carpenter?”

But now the trouble begins. Jesus said some 
things His hometown people didn’t like.	Read	
verses	23-27	while	your	children	follow	along	in	
their	 own	 Bibles.	 Jesus knew that they would 
want Him to heal people there, and He told the 
story of two prophets from the Old Testament 
who didn’t do what the Jews wanted them to 
do but went to the Gentiles instead. This made 

the people very angry because they 
hated the Gentiles. Remember the 
Samaritan woman? Let’s see what 
happened next. Read	 verses	 28-
30	to	 the	class.	Show	the	Teaching	
Picture	3A.17	of	Jesus	in	Nazareth.

This was a terrible way to treat Jesus. They 
tried to kill Him! How did Jesus get away 
safely?	Read	verse	30.	How could He do that?	
Remind	the	children	that	Jesus	was	fully	God	and	
fully	 human.	 As a human, how do you think 
Jesus felt when this happened?	 (Very	 sad	 and	
rejected.)	How did Jesus respond when He was 

rejected? Let’s see what Jesus did 
next.	Read	verses	31-44.	Show	 the	
Teaching	 Picture	 3A.18	 of	 Jesus	
in	 Capernaum.	 Jesus went to 
Capernaum where His teaching 

was well received. The people believed in Him. Here 
Jesus performed healings and cast out demons. The 
people recognized His authority and power over the 
sick and the demon-possessed.

How do you feel when you have been rejected? What 
does rejection make you want to do? Encourage	children	
to	offer	answers.	Jesus’ response to rejection set a great 
example for us. Let’s look again at what He did when 
He was rejected. Did He fight back? Did He defend 
Himself? Did He try to get back at them?

You see, Jesus didn’t let rejection distract Him from 
what He came to do. He knew His Father loved Him and 
had a purpose for Him, so He went on His way. He took 
some time to be alone in prayer. Jesus continued His 
important work of teaching, healing, and preaching.

Everyone responds to Jesus differently, but Jesus 
welcomes everyone who is ready to believe the truth. We 
need to be sure that we are like the people in Capernaum 
and not like the people in Nazareth. Accept Jesus as 

     Explore 
Scripture
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What did Jesus do when He was rejected?  

Look at these verses in Luke 4. Fill in the blanks.

Verse 30                                                  
  

Verse 31                                                        

Verse 40                                                  
  

Verse 42                                                  
 

Verse 44                                                  
  

Jesus welcomes everyone who is ready to believe 
the truth.

        Rejection Hurts! 
What can you do when you feel rejected?

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                            

What can you do when you see someone being rejected?

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                            

Rejection!

He went on His way

He taught in Capernaum

He healed people

He went to be alone

He kept preaching

remember that God 
always accepts me

comfort them and make 
them feel loved

Disciple Guide—page 34
Help children review the events of the story by identifying 
which city fits each statement.

Disciple Guide—page 35
Review the verses in Luke to help the children fill in the 
answers. Complete the HeartBeat, connecting with your kids 
about feelings of rejection.

Persecution Story (10-15 minutes)
This story will highlight real examples of Christian rejection 
and persecution. 

Find	 an	 appropriate	 story	 of	 a	Christian	who	has	 been	
severely	persecuted	for	his	or	her	faith.	Relate	that	story	
to	your	students,	or	read	from	a	written	story	of	persecu-
tion.	See	DiscipleLand.com/downloads	for	an	updated	list	
of	recommended	stories	and	books.

Television Broadcast (10-15 minutes)
Children will retell the events of Luke 4 in a mock 
radio or TV broadcast. Supplies:	pretend	micro-
phones	and	cameras,	video	camera	(optional)

Divide	your	children	into	small	groups	and	have	
each	group	take	the	events	of	the	lesson	and	turn	
them	into	live	radio	or	television	reports.	Provide	
pretend	 microphones,	 cameras,	 hats,	 neckties,	
or	 other	 props.	 Use	 the	 following	 scenes	 to	 get	
started.	

Luke	4:33-36—casting	out	a	demon

Luke	4:38-39—healing	Simon’s	mother-in-law

Luke	4:40-41—healing	many	people

This	activity	really	comes	to	life	if	you	videotape	your	
students	and	play	back	their	broadcasts	for	them.

Sympathy Cards (10-15 minutes)
This craft creates a tangible way for children to 
express love to those who are hurting.	 Supplies: 
paper	and	accessories	to	make	greeting	cards

Have	the	children	make	sympathy	or	prayer	cards	
for	someone	who	is	hurting	because	of	the	death	
of	 a	 loved	one	or	due	 to	 a	 recent	hardship.	The	
class	can	give	the	cards	to	a	pastor	or	other	church	
member	who	makes	regular	visits	to	the	hospital.

God’s Son and believe the things He tells you in His 
Word. He’ll give you the strength to handle rejection in 
your own life when it comes.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action
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3
6 Class Code:

A Split Decision

Luke 4:18

Where did God call Jonah to go?

Find the answer at 
DiscipleZone.com/3A9

Read Acts 1:8.  What’s the farthest away place Jesus 

told His disciples to go to tell others about Him?  

To           
           

           
           

           
         

What are ways you can obey Jesus’ command in this verse?

Do you remember 

what P OWER  stands for?  

Say it now!

           
         y

our faith
 to others.

P
O
W
E
R

How to Be 

Jesus’ Disciple

Explain your 

faith not only to 

people nearby, 

but also to people 

far away!

the ends of the earth

xplain

Nineveh

Closing Prayer
Ask	God	 to	help	 the	 children	 accept	 and	not	 reject	 their	
peers.	Pray	 also	 that	 they	would	 all	 accept	 and	not	 reject	
Jesus.	Pray	for	the	personal	requests	of	students.	Encourage	
children	to	voice	their	prayer	concerns.	Be	sure	to	pray	for	
each	one.

Closing Words
Do you sometimes need healing and forgiveness? In our 
next lesson, we’ll have front-row seats as Jesus healed 
and forgave people. 	

Disciple Skill  How to Be Jesus’ Disciple
During	 this	 quarter,	 your	 children	will	 consider	 “healthy	
habits	 for	 spiritual	 growth”	 as	 outlined	 in	 the	 acrostic	P-
O-W-E-R.	This	 tool	will	 give	 them	 the	 basics	 of	 being	 a	
disciple.	Review	the	POWER	acrostic	weekly	so	the	children	
learn	it	by	memory.

The	E	 in	POWER	stands	 for	Explain	your	 faith.	As	 they	
fill	in	the	blanks,	help	the	children	see	that	they	can	obey	
Jesus’	command	in	Acts	1:8—going	to	the	ends	of	the	earth	
by	getting	involved	in	missions	right	now.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/3A9	for:

XploreMore  Discover the right way to respond to Jesus.

SwordWork  Read Luke 5.

WorldWatch  Review the third part to the Good News.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  The kids welcome home a special hero.

KeyVerse  Memorize Luke 4:18.

HymnNotes  Discover the 
lyrics to “Blessed Assurance.”	

Disciple Guide—
page 36
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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